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Course Description: This is a beginning Mandarin Chinese course intended for students with no prior knowledge of any Chinese dialect or written Chinese. Students will study Mandarin Chinese, the national standard language of the People’s Republic of China, and its simplified characters. This course is to build up students’ basic conversational skills in Chinese. Pinyin, a Romanization of Chinese, is the tool for understanding the dialogues from the textbook. Students are expected to handle simple tasks such as discussing daily routine, asking for and giving simple directions, shopping, talking on the phone, reading and writing notes and letters. Grammar is introduced and practiced in innovative and interesting ways using a variety of learning styles. Cultural information is presented throughout the course in an attempt to help the learner focus on the Chinese speaking world and their culture, people, geographical locations and histories. 
Course Objectives:  The course is intended to provide students with a basic knowledge of China and a better understanding of its people, language, history and geography.   It is intended to: 

· introduce students to more than 280 words and phrases and to teach students 
· about the country and people of China 

· to introduce themselves and others 

· numbers  

· to identify people and ask their age 

· identify objects 

· to discuss family and pets 

· to discuss countries and nationalities 

· to discuss sports
· to discuss friends 

· to discuss food 
Student Learning Outcomes:
A student, who successfully completes the course, will demonstrate the following abilities in Chinese:

· write about 84 new characters in Chinese
· read any new words with Pinyin

· demonstrate elementary familiarity with and correctly use the tonal system
· greet people and count numbers from 1-999
· introduce oneself and family
· talk about geography and languages 
· introduce one’s hobbies and/or favorite sports

· order some popular Chinese food
Required Text Materials

Shumang Fredlein;  Paul Fredlein. Ni Hao, Volume 1 Textbook with CD-ROM, Revised Edition (Simplified). 

· Publisher: Cheng & Tsui; Pap/Cdr edition (June 1, 2001) 

· ISBN-10: 1876739061
· ISBN-13: 9781876739065
· Format: Paperback w/CD-ROM 

Length of Course:
33 lecture hours

Grading Method: 
Letter Grade  or P/NP

Prerequisites:  None

Major Topic Outline:

A. Introducing the language:

1. Greetings

2. Introducing oneself

3. Asking about time

4. Shopping

5. Talking about one’s family

6. Ordering  food in a restaurant

7. Asking directions

8. At a bank

9. Taking a bus

10. Making an appointment

B. Learning to understand the culture:

1. Chinese history

2. Society

3. Geography

4. Economics

5. Education

6. Health and Food

7. Art

8. Sports

9. Holidays.

